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Green Communities ProgramGreen Communities Program  
 

Agency:  Department of Energy Resources (DOER) 
 

Description:  Provides funding  in the form of grants and 
loans for communities that qualify as Green Communi-
ties per the Green Communities Act for all or a portion 
of costs of studying, designing, constructing and imple-
menting energy efficiency activities, including, but not 
limited to energy conservation measures and projects; 
procurement of energy management services; installa-
tion of energy management systems, adoption of de-
mand side management services; and the adoption of 
energy efficiency policies.  Funds shall also be used to 
finance the siting and construction of renewable and 
alternative energy projects on municipally-owned land. 

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/doer  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Cities, Towns and other local govern-
mental bodies 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  TBD 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  TBD 
Average Grant Size:  TBD 
Average # of Grants:  TBD 
FY08 Spending:  N/A 
Contact:  Meg Lusardi,  617-626-7364   

meg.lusardi@state.ma.us 
 

Hybrid Electric Refrigeration Hybrid Electric Refrigeration 
Truck Demonstration ProgramTruck Demonstration Program  

 

Agency:  Executive Office of Energy and Environmental  
Affairs (EEA) 

 

Description:  This funding will be used to demonstrate the 
performance of hybrid electric refrigeration systems on 
perishable product delivery vehicles for reductions in 
fuel use as well as emission reductions. 

 

Website:  www.comm-pass.com/  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Any vendor, non-profit, private com-
pany or public entity may apply. 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  January 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  $100,000 
Average Grant Size:  $50,000 
Average # of Grants:  2 
FY08 Spending:  N/A 
Contact:  Linda Benevides,  617-626-1197   

linda.benevides@state.ma.us 
 

Energy Audit ProgramEnergy Audit Program  
 

Agency:  Department of Energy Resources (DOER) 
 

Description:  Provides funding for certified energy audits and 
renewable energy feasibility studies to identify projects 
eligible for potential future DOER funding through the 
Green Communities Act, utility rebate programs, and/
or programs of the Mass Renewable Energy Trust. En-
ergy Audit Program activities are provided to a grantee 
by contractors hired and paid directly by DOER.  

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/Eoeea/docs/doer/pub_info/grant-
eap.pdf  

 

Eligible Applicants:  Cities, Towns, Regional School and 
Water/Wastewater Districts 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  TBD 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  $475,000 
Average Grant Size:  No minimum, $30,000 average, 

$100,000 maximum 
Average # of Grants:  50 
FY08 Spending:  $655,158 
Contact:  Scott Durkee,  617-626-7356   

scott.durkee@state.ma.us 
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Leading By Example Leading By Example 
Pilot Project ProgramPilot Project Program  

 

Agency:  Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs (EEA) 

 

Description:  Small pilot project awards made 
to state agencies & state higher educa-
tion institutions for innovative sustain-
ability projects. 

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/eea  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Any state agency or 
state higher education institution. 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  TBD 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  TBD 
Average Grant Size:  $16,000 
Average # of Grants:  10 to 15 
FY08 Spending:  $178,247 
Contact:  Janet Curtis,  617-626-1026  

janet.curtis@state.ma.us 
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Forest Stewardship ProgramForest Stewardship Program  
 

Agency:  Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
 

Description:  Encourages landowners to practice long-term guardianship through the development of a management plan for their 
woodlands. 

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/service/steward.htm  
 

Eligible Applicants:   For Stewardship Plan Grants: Municipalities and private landowners;  
  For Management Practice Grants: Private landowners;  
  Not eligible: Corporations with publicly held stock and wood products processors. 
Estimated FY09 Deadline:  TBD 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  TBD 
Average Grant Size:  Up to $6,600 for Stewardship Plan Grants; Up to $1,230 for Management Practice Grants 
Average # of Grants:  200 
FY08 Spending:  N/A 
Contact:  Steve Anderson,  (413) 256-1201   

Steve.Anderson@state.ma.us 

Forest Viability ProgramForest Viability Program  
 

Agency:  Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
 

Description:  This program provides technical assistance and 
financial support to forest landowners for the purpose 
of improving the ecological integrity and economic vi-
ability of the state’s 2.4 million acres of private forest-
land. 

 

Website:   N/A  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Eligible landowners include non-
industrial, private landowners currently engaged in a 
forest-based business that own forestland under a forest 
management plan that meets the minimum requirements 
of the Ch. 61 program. 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  TBD 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  TBD 
Average Grant Size:  $19,700 Min. and $25,000 Max. 
Average # of Grants:  7 
FY08 Spending:  N/A 
Contact:  Jennifer Fish,  413-545-5753   

jennifer.fish@state.ma.us 
 

Urban and Community Forestry Urban and Community Forestry 
Challenge GrantsChallenge Grants  

 

Agency:  Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
 

Description:  Assists in building support for the long term 
protection and management of community trees and 
forests; This program is a merger of 3 former separate 
grant programs: Heritage Tree Care, Mass Re-leaf, and 
Urban Forest Planning and Education. 

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/
urbanGrants.htm  

 

Eligible Applicants:  Municipalities and non-profits 
Estimated FY09 Deadline:  November 1 & May 1 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  $200,000 
Average Grant Size:  Up to $30,000 
Average # of Grants:  Varies 
FY08 Spending:  $190,250 
Contact:  Eric Seaborn,  (617) 626-1468   

Eric.Seaborn@state.ma.us 
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Gateway City Parks ProgramGateway City Parks Program  
 

Agency:  Executive Office of Energy and Environmental  
Affairs (EEA) 

 

Description:  This program, presently under development, is 
intended to fund the creation and restoration of parks 
and recreational facilities in underserved urban 
neighborhoods within the Commonwealth’s Gateway 
Cities.  

 

Website:   N/A  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Participants in Governor Patrick’s Gate-
way Plus Initiative 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  TBD 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  $4,000,000 
Average Grant Size:  $400,000 
Average # of Grants:  2 
FY08 Spending:  $812,330 
Contact:  Kurt Gaertner,  617-626-1154   

kurt.gaertner@state.ma.us 
 

Conservation PartnershipConservation Partnership  
 

Agency:  Executive Office of Energy and Environmental  
Affairs (EEA) 

 

Description:  To assist not-for-profit corporations in acquir-
ing land and interests in lands suitable for conservation 
or recreation.  

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/eea  
 

Eligible Applicants:  A non-profit corporation, formed for 
one of the purposes described in Section 4 of Chapter 
180 of the General Laws and considered an exempt 
organization within the meaning of 18 U.S.C. section 
501(c) (3). 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  July 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  $1,500,000 
Average Grant Size:  $75,000 
Average # of Grants:  8 
FY08 Spending:  $873,495 
Contact:  Temporarily Melissa Cryan,  617-626-1171   

melissa.cryan@state.ma.us 

Drinking Water Supply Drinking Water Supply   
Protection Grant ProgramProtection Grant Program  

 

Agency:  Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 

Description:  Provides grants to assist public water systems 
and municipalities in acquiring land to protect the qual-
ity of public drinking water supplies. 

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/dep/water/dwgrant.htm  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Massachusetts Municipalities and Public 
Water Systems 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  September 5th, 2008 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  $2,000,000 
Average Grant Size:  $290,500 
Average # of Grants:  6 
FY08 Spending:  $1,765,955 
Contact:  Kathy Romero,  617-292-5727   

Kathleen.Romero@state.ma.us 
 

Land & Recreation Programs 

Federal Land and Water Federal Land and Water   
Conservation FundConservation Fund  

 

Agency:  Executive Office of Energy and Environmental  
Affairs (EEA) 

 

Description:  The Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund 
(P.L.88-578) provides up to 50% of the total project 
cost for the acquisition, development and renovation of 
park, recreation or conservation areas. 

 

Website:  www.mass.gov/eea  
 

Eligible Applicants:  Municipal conservation commissions, 
park departments, and certain agencies within EEA.  
Municipalities must have a current open space and rec-
reation plan to apply, and the land must be open to the 
general public. 

Estimated FY09 Deadline:  July 
Estimated FY09 Spending:  TBD 
Average Grant Size:  Average $424,000; Minimum $250,000, 

Maximum $500,000 
Average # of Grants:  Typically 5 per year. 
FY08 Spending:  $470,000 
Contact:  Celia Riechel,  617-626-1187   

Celia.Riechel@state.ma.us 
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