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CHAPTER 2

0 assess the scenic resources of the western section of the Route 122 Scenic
Byway, the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) staff
traveled the road and systematically rated the historic downtowns, rural

landscapes, and long and panoramic views along the Byway corridor.

The

scoring system is based on a similar landscape assessment procedure used by the
FRCOG to assess the scenic resources along the Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway, the Route
112 Scenic Byway, and the Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway. Some modifications
to the evaluation form and ranking system were made to better suit the specific
characteristics of the Route 122 Scenic Byway. The assessment procedure is described
below, and a sample of the Scenic Assessment Evaluation Form is included at the end

of the chapter.

Scenic Assessment Process

Step 1

To assess the scenic resources of the Byway,
t he corridor was
segments, 0 whi ch

characteristics as determined while driving
along its length. The following five
categories were used to divide the byway into
Avisual Si e anmEamdAOgen Land

(crop fields, orchards, hayfields, pasture
land, and non-forested open land including
recreation areas); Farmland Developed
(fields and forest lands that have some
residential and/or commercial development

interspersed with active farms); Forest
(forested land including both mature and

successional); Village/Town Center (central
commercial and industrial areas with multi -
storied buildings, community and

government facilities and apartments and
multi -family housing; and Developed Land

(including residential subdivisions,
commercial development and industrial
areas).

shat %dgme@toamwmc s goppiggnt visua
f .

For visual segments that have two different

characteristics, for example residential

development along one side of the road and
agricultural land with a historic farm house

op c}hg OIother swle the eHavuat%r dnaacile a

Avisual s e

evaluated every % mile according to the
procedure detailed in Step 2, with a separate
Scenic Assessment Evaluation Form
completed for each of the ¥2-mile sections.

Step 2

Using the Scenic Assessment Evaluation
Form found at the end of this chapter, each
Y-mi | e section wi thin
segment 0 was wevaluated
Byway in each direction. All features, both
scenic and detracting, along each side of the
Y% -mile roadway segment were included in
the ranking. The scenic features present
within each %% -mile section received a +1 and
the detracting features within each % -mile
segment received ai 1. In addition, all of the
topographical features that could be seen
from the Byway, not just those within the %% -
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mile study area were noted. This allowed the
long-range and panoramic views that can be
seen from the Byway to be accounted for in
the evaluation.

After the assessment was completed in both
directions, the totals were added together
and divided by 2 for
evaluators conducting the landscape
assessment drove the entire roadway in one
direction filling out segment evaluation
forms and then repeated the process in the
opposite direction.

Step 3

If the continuous % -mile visual segments
were categorized as the same land use
classification, the segments were collapsed
into one segment and the scores were
averaged together.
segment o score was
total score from each of the Scenic
Evaluation Forms completed (one for each %2
-mi |l e section) within
and dividing by the number of % -mile

sections wi t hin t he
segment . 0 For exampl
Avisual segment 0 is si

Evaluation Forms would be filled out, and

these 12 segment scores would be averaged

to calculate the visual assessment score. The
Avisual segment 0 was
the following categories:

Outstanding (Score Range: 13 or greater)
Distinctive (Score Range: 8.1:12)
Noteworthy (Score Range: 5-8)

Average (Score Range: less than 5)

Scenic Assessment

The portion of the Route 122 Scenic Byway in
Franklin County, the western section, is very
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different from the eastern part of the
roadway in Worcester County. The
northwestern terminus of the Byway is in
downtown Orange, a classic small and
vibrant industrial town. In New Salem, the
Quabbin Reservoir, the drinking water
supply for most of Eastern Massachusetts, is

aa promireqt laedacape featuoerthat.istuniquer h e

to the Franklin County section of the Byway.
The landscape for the drive near the Quabbin
is forested and wild, with views across large
wetland areas and ponds to distant
mountains and hills and undeveloped lands.

In Franklin County, the Byway is 7.5 miles
long; in Worcester County it is 32.5 miles
long. The entire length of the study area that
is included in this Corridor Management
Plan (7.5 miles) was divided into 15 visual
ments The des %lrptlons of the segments
be n |n ai e mter&e tlon oy F?o%mﬁ
2A Maln Street) and Route 1 2 and ends at
the Franklin County border (the New Salem/
Pefetstam Foyn Ling),

The Worct‘ester Colunty Corrldor Mana ergent
Plan was ¢ Ieteﬁ yt |th‘8 entral
I\/)I(assachuFetts nni ommy s§ron
|ncludes the sectlon of th% Byway from tﬁe
New Salem/Petersham town line to the
Paxton/Worcester border.

tTneeg'ceni{: @yovgyeisddesgri%esd esgquer%iglly

from northwest to southeast. It is important
to note that the scenic assessment was
completed traveling both east and west in
order to account for features that are visible
from each direction.

segment, o



Segment 1
Village Center
In Orange from the intersection of Routes

2A and 122 in the Village Center to Myrtle
Street (mile 0 to mile.5)

Looking north on Route 122 to its intersection with
Route 2A. Historic mill buildings line the street.

Characteristics:

This .5-mile segment located in Orange is the
northern terminus of the study area. The
first half mile is in the Village Center with

historic store fronts, mill buildings and a

War Memorial Park flanking both sides of

Route 122. These structures are significant

as they are tied to the industrial history of
New England and are a benchmark of
Orangeds past economi

Findings:

e The Village Center of Orange is an intact
main street area with historic examples
of commercial and industrial mill
buildings that could be on the National
Register of Historic Places.

e The intersection of Routes 2A (Mohawk
Trail Scenic Byway) and (Route 122
Scenic Byway) provide an opportunity for
the Village Center to become a hub for
tourism and economic renewal.

Segment 2
Developed Land

In Orange Center from Myrtle Street to the
Massachusetts DOT maintenance facility in
the Town of Orange (mile.5 to mile 1.5)

Characteristics:

Here, the roadway travels through a
residential neighborhood where historic 19t

Century houses and large trees border the
street. Eventually, the houses become 2@

Century structures with larger lots, including

a housing development called Hillside

Terrace, a gas station and convenience store,
and some forested roadside. South Cemetery
is a distinctive historic, scenic and open

space resource on the east side of the road
before the Ralph C. Mahar Regional School.
The segment ends at the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation facility.

Historic 19t Century houses in downtown Orange.

Findings:

e Further from the village center, newer
commercial and residential development
is evident. There are overhead wires and
poles that compromise the scenic quality
of the neighborhood and a few homes are
in need of improvement.

e This section is comprised of developed

land of varying historic residential
neighborhoods, more modern
commercial and residential buildings,

forest and open space, and town and
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state facilities.
Segment 3
Developed Land i Residential,
Commercial, and Farmstead

In Orange from the Massachusetts DOT
maintenance facility to the New Salem

—

View of Hunt Farm.

Town Line (mile 1.5 to 3)

Characteristics:

This 1%-mile stretch is characterized by the
development of two access ramps to Route 2,
a large working dairy farm and the
intersection of Routes 122 and 202 where
there is some commercial development. The
terrain is gently rolling with a wetland on one
side and woods on the other, large open farm
fields opposite houses and retail stores
across from woodlands at the intersection of
Routes 202 and 122. There is a panoramic
view of the Hunt Farm as the traveler drives
south; conversely the traveler has a view of
the open space and wetlands surrounding the
access ramps to Route 2 from the Hunt Farm
as s/he drives north.

Findings:

e The Massachusetts DOT maintenance
facility could be improved by screening
with evergreens or other shrubs.
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e The area around the access ramps to
Route 2 is defined by a wetland and
forest on one side of Route 2 and wide
open pasture and forest on the other.

While the area is
and open and adds to the scenic
experience.

e The intersection of Routes 122 and 202
could be improved with landscaping,
screening and repairs to buildings;
otherwise the intersection is a pleasant
cluster of commercial and residential
development.

Segment 4
Residential and Farmstead

In New Salem from the Orange Town Line
to Orange Street (mile 3.0 to mile 4.0)

Characteristics:

This mile-long segment is characterized by a
historic farmstead, a rural landscape and the
beginning of forested lands that protect the

Quabbin Reservoir. For the first ¥2 mile,

stone walls and large trees frame the fields
and pastures; historic farmhouses are set
back from the roadway; and large boulders
crop up in the meadows. The other section of
the roadway quickly turns to forest lands as it
slopes

downhill toward the Quabbin

Pastoral view of a horse farm.
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Reservoir.

Findings:

e This segment of Route 122 transitions
from a rural landscape i views of rolling
farmland with cows and horses grazing,
stone walls that flank farm fields, historic
farmhouses and distinctive barns, and
forested lands i to a wild area that is
defined by the Quabbin Reservoir (the
drinking water supply for eastern
Massachusetts) and thousands of acres of
forested lands preserved by the State to
protect the purity of the water.

e The panoramic view of the Quabbin
Reservoir lands, which are managed by
the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation, is only a
hint of the scenic vistas to come and the
recreational wonderland that Quabbin
Reservoir could be for the Route 122
Scenic Byway and its communities.

e The guardrail along this stretch could be
improved.

e The classic architecture of the historic
buildings along this section should be
repaired and preserved.

Segment 5
North Quabbin Reservoir Region

In New Salem Orange Street to the

View across the Quabbin Reservoir.

Petersham Town Line (mile 4.0 to mile 7.5)

Characteristics

This 3% -mile segment is the most scenic
stretch of Route 122. It is sparsely populated
and wild. It is characterized by vast stretches
of forest that are punctuated by spectacular
views of wetland areas, ponds and far away
mountains.  An occasional house, hiking
trail, pull -off or rural road can be seen from
the Scenic Byway, but for the most part the

Quabbin Reservoir wetlands from Route 122.

roadway passes through wild lands.

There are many pull-offs that allow travelers
to stop and see the scenery and wildlife, park
for hiking and biking on trails, and access
fishing and boating opportunities on the

reservoir. Some of the pull-offs are more
formal than others, and there is limited

information about the lands, trails, Quabbin

Reservoir, or recreational opportunities

along the byway except what is not allowed.

Opportunities to view wildlife are virtually
around every bend and over every hill T
eagles, otters, moose and other wildlife are
prevalent here. On the trails that lace the
region, visitors can also see stone arched
bridges and the remnants of foundations and
yard plantings of the homes and farms that
once dotted the landscape.
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